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SHIP 5 -
A MEDITERRANEAN
SHIPWRECK

The IEASM found the remains of a
small ship built in a classical ship-
building tradition in Thonis-Heracleion,
relying on a dense network of mortise—
and—tenon joinery for its planking.

Several amphorae and pieces of table-
ware found directly resting on the
interior of the hull of Ship 5 indicate
that 1ts sinking occurred sometime be-
tween the first halt and the middle of
the 4th century BC.


https://www.franckgoddio.org/

Ship b was found surrounded by

other shipwrecks in the eastern part of
the Central Port of Thonis-Heracleion.
Moreover, Ship 5 was deposited inside
the hull of another ship (Ship 6) whose
dimensions were considerably larger.

All of the surrounding ships belonged
to the baris type. A layer of sediment
between Ships 5 and 6 confirms that
some time had elapsed between the
separate events of their deposition on
the seafloor.

The preserved portion of the hull of
Ship b measures seven by three meters
while the original length of the ship
may be estimated at 14 to 15 m. The
hull’'s remains were in a good state of
preservation and contained a consider-
able amount of thick ropes. The use of
specles such as fir, pine, maple, and
walnut in the construction of Ship 5
favours a foreign origin.




Lost under tragic circumstances

The ship caught fire and sank during

a putative naval battle. The preserved
section of the outer hull, many internal
constructional members, and pieces of
rigging bear witness to that.

Consequently, a considerable amount
of charcoal was deposited inside the
hull. The excavation brought to light
several lead sling bullets and a Greek
helmet of Chalcidian type (5th-4th c.
BC). These artefacts allow for the sug-
gestion that Ship b was lost during a
military conflict.



Importance of the city confirmed

There are not many known Mediterrane-
an wrecks that date to the 4th century
BC and demonstrate a well- preserved
hull. In this respect, the data collected
from Ship 5 1s of prime importance for
the study of the naval architecture of
the period.

Moreover, the ship belongs to a differ-
ent type of construction than the major-
ity of the ships from Thonis—Heracleion
and was 1n all likelthood built abroad.
The ship further confirms that Thonis—
Heraclelon played an important role In
Egyptian history in peacetime and war-
time alike.
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