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 contemporary underwater archaeology: science serving history

Modern archaeology encompasses ethical, legal, and 
practical dimensions. These must be viewed in the 
contexts of archaeology as a profession, archaeologi-
cal ethics and the relationship between archaeology 
and the public. Modern archaeology is thus evol-
ving into much more than an academic discipline 
– it involves society at large.

Franck Goddio sees archaeology not only as a spe-
cialized academic discipline, but as a profession, the 
members of which work on behalf of the public and 
with their trust. The goal of his work is not only to 
gain knowledge about the past, about demised cul-
tures, their lifestyle, the structure of their society 
and its development, but also to disseminate this 
knowledge. The archaeological value of excavation 
work lies foremost in the professionalism with which 
the work is carried out and in its underlying results 
and findings. Furthermore, Franck Goddio feels a 
strong need to bridge the gap between academic 
archaeology and society at large. Education of the 
public with a view to opening minds to the under-
standing of the past is one vital part of the system 
approach he has developed for his archaeological 
work.

Franck Goddio’s excavation projects have a strictly 
non-commercial purpose and his work is always car-
ried out in cooperation with the national authorities 
in whose territorial waters the exploration is taking 
place. The excavation work is founded on legal pro-
visions which regulate underwater excavation and 
on international archaeological standards. For exam-
ple, Franck Goddio adheres to the principles set out 
by the UNESCO Convention on the Protection of 
Underwater Cultural Heritage (www.unesco.org/
culture/en/underwater/film). 

Franck Goddio works with professionals and draws 
on their expertise in the respective fields. 
Archaeologists, Egyptologists, historians, geologists, 
geophysicists, computer engineers and many more, 
all have their place in the team. In 2003 the Oxford 
University’s Centre for Maritime Archaeology was 
founded and works in close cooperation with Franck 
Goddio’s existing team. 



 Franck Goddio, underwater archaeologist

Franck Goddio is one of the leading pioneers of modern 
maritime archaeology. His unique systems approach to 
archaeological underwater excavations in close partnerships 
with local authorities have led to extraordinary findings of 
unmatched historical value.

As grandson of Eric de Bisschop, navigator, writer, inventor 
of the modern catamaran, and specialist of ancient naviga-
tional routes in the South Pacific, passion for the sea and 
wanderlust runs in Franck Goddio’s veins. After graduating 
from the National Statistics and Economic Administration 
School (ENSAE), Paris, Franck Goddio conducted eco-
nomic and financial counselling missions in Laos, Vietnam 
and Cambodia for the Unites Nations, and later for the 
French Foreign Ministry. He was a financial advisor to the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and various other governments. 

In the early 80’s he decided to dedicate himself entirely to 
his passion – underwater archaeology – and founded the 
Institut Européen d’Archéologie Sous-Marine (IEASM), 
Paris, of which he is currently president.

In 2009 Franck Goddio got decorated with the French 
National Order of the Legion of Honour (Légion d'Honneur) 
for his 34 years of professional activities. In the same year 
he became senior visiting lecturer within the School of 
Archaeology at Oxford University.

Shipwreck Excavations
Franck Goddio has initiated and coordinated a number 
of excavations including seven junks from the 11th to the 
16th centuries, two Spanish galleons and two trading vessels 
of the British East India Company. Among the remarqua-
ble excavations are the San Diego (1991) – its discovery is 
renowned all over the world – and the Royal Captain (1999), 
where complex technical problems due to the great depth 
(-300 m) had to be overcome during the recovery. Goddio’s 
work provides insight in trading routes and goods, naval 
architecture and the adventures of historic figures: finest 
Chinese porcelain, ceramics from all over Asia, militaria and 
gold bear witness to those past ventures.
The National Museum of the Philippines (Manila), the 
Musée national des Arts asiatiques Guimet (Paris), the 
Musée national de la Marine (Port-Louis) and the Museo 
Naval (Madrid) expose some of Franck Goddio’s numerous 
discoveries.

Excavations in Egypt
Egypt’s mysteries have always enthralled scientists as much 
as the public. With modern technology Franck Goddio has 
brought antique myths to life. Working in partnership with 
the Supreme Council of Antiquities, Egypt, Franck Goddio 
has been mapping and investigating the sunken archaeologi-
cal vestiges in Alexandria’s Eastern Harbour since 1992.

In 1997, he began to undertake additional research missions 
in Aboukir Bay and, in 2000, discovered the ancient city of 
Heracleion and parts of the city of Canopus. Archaeological 
research missions are ongoing to this date, and will be car-
ried on. 



 Franck Goddio, underwater archaeologist

Franck Goddio’s research missions have been made 
possible through the dedicated support of individuals, 
institutions and sponsors. 
The Hilti Foundation has taken on Franck Goddio’s 
patronage since 1996. Established by the Martin Hilti 
Family Trust, the Hilti Foundation finances and coor-
dinates all global “Social Responsibility” activities on 
behalf of the Hilti Group and the Trust. The Foundation 
is committed to a select range of innovative and sus-
tainable projects, particularly in the cultural, social and 
educational domain. 
Other sponsors like the Elf Foundation or Commerzbank 
have participated in specific projects. The involvement of 
such institutions as the French Foreign Ministry’s French 
Association for Artistic Action (AFAA), the Fundation 
Caja Madrid, Madrid’s Autonomous Community 
Cultural Fund, the Supreme Council of Antiquities 
of Egypt, the Ministry of Culture of Cuba and the 
University of Oxford bears witness to the interest inter-
national cultural decision makers have taken in the reco-
very of history’s legacy.

Current Projects
Alexandria: Continuation of topographic work and 

excavation in the eastern harbour, the 
Royal Quarters and Navalia area.

Aboukir: Continuation of topographic work and 
excavation of the submerged vestiges in 
the bay and at the sites of Canopus and 
Thonis-Heracleion.

Philippines: Trade vessels
Caribbean: Discovery vessels.

System Approach
Archives: exploration and analysis of documents 

in order to determine probable location 
of archaeological vestiges.

Surveying: use of non-intrusive cutting edge techno-
logy to map the site, such as a specially 
developed nuclear magnetic resonance 
magnetometer (NMR), multi-beam 
bathymetry, side-scan sonar, sub-bottom 
profiler, and satellite positioning system 
(DGPS).

Excavation:  archaeological work of highest standard, 
involving specific databases, archaeo-
logical inventory, drawings, mapping, 
photography, filming, photogrammetric 
analysis.

Conservation: conservation, restoration and catalogues 
of findings done by specialists.

Analysis: analysis of findings by world-class speci-
alists who also participate in the publica-
tion of scientific results.

Publication: presentation of findings to the public 
through international exhibitions and 
media work.

Donations: enrichment and completion of publi 
collections and permanent exhibitions 
with excavated findings.



Institut Européen d’Archéologie Sous-Marine 
(IEASM)
IEASM was founded in 1987 as a French non-profit 
organization by President Franck Goddio. Its aim is 
the location, exploration, excavation and restoration 
of sunken sites. IEASM calls upon scientists and 
specialists of different scientific field to support its 
research missions, to study and publish the findings. 
Furthermore it sets up exhibitions allowing the gene-
ral public to get access to its discoveries. 
www.ieasm.org

Far Eastern Foundation for Nautical 
Archaeology  (FEFNA)
The foundation was created by Franck Goddio in the 
Philippines to conduct archaeological excavations in 
Asia, create scientific publications and ensure that 
discoveries are displayed in exhibitions.

Oxford Centre for Maritime Archaeology 
(OCMA)
In 2003 the University of Oxford, the Hilti 
Foundation and IEASM established the Oxford 
Centre for Maritime Archaeology, which allows stu-
dents to undertake research on artefacts discovered 
by Franck Goddio’s team, and participate in field-
work on excavation missions. The Centre provides 
a platform for doctoral dissertations, lectures, con-
ferences and publications in the field of maritime 
archaeology. 
www.arch.ox.ac.uk/ocma

 underwater archaeology institutions



 excavations of ships and junks

2004—2013 Survey of different sites

2001 The junk Santa Cruz, 
 late 15th century

2000 The junk Española, 
 late 15th century

1999 The British East India Company 
vessel Royal Captain (sunk in 1773) at 
350m depth 

 
1997 The junk Lena Shoal, 
 late 15th century

1996—1995 The junk San Isidro, 
 early 16th century

1994—1991 The Spanish galleon San Diego, sunk 
in 1600

1991 The junk Breaker, 
 late 11th century

1990 The junk Investigator, 
 late 13th century

1990—1987 San José, Spanish galleon,
 sunk in 1694

1988 Nuestra Señora de la Vida,
 Spanish galleon, sunk in 1620 

1988—1986 The British East India Company ves-
sel Griffin, sunk in 1761

 
1987         Indigenous boat from the early
  19th Century, Philippines

1985         A junk, late 16th 
 century, at the Royal Captain
 Shoal Reef

The following operations have been conducted in cooperation with the National Museum of the 
Philippines:

2003—2010  Inventory of sunken ships on
 the western tip of Cuba.

2002—2003 Archaeological excavation of
 the Adelaide, French slave ship 
 from 1714

The following operations have been conducted in cooperation with the Ministry of Culture, Cuba:



 surveys and excavations in Egypt

1992 - Today
An ambitious archaeological project has been launched 
in 1992 in cooperation with the Egyptian Supreme Council 
for Antiquities in the bay of Alexandria (Egypt). The first 
objective was to discover, thanks to cutting edge electro-
nic survey, the location of the ancient harbour which was 
once considered the greatest port in the world. Former 
land excavations had revealed that the whole ancient 
port and parts of the sea shore of Alexandria had obvi-
ously been submerged in the sea.

Ancient texts describing these areas mention the beau-
ty of the palaces and temples which once stood there 
and the magnitude of the infrastructure of the Portus 
Magnus. Three years of electronic survey were perfor-
med which successfully put in evidence the extension 
of the sunken Portus Magnus and its main topographic 
characteristics.

The study of the natural phenomena which caused those 
remains to be submerged was also part of the project. 
It revealed that slow subsidence of the land combined 
with a continuous raise of the sea level went with natural 
disasters such as earthquakes and tidal waves, in different 
periods of time.

In agreement with the Egyptian Supreme Council for 
Antiquities it was then decided to perform archaeological 
excavations in order to characterize the electronic signals 
detected and to clarify the topography, determine the 
identities of discovered sunken monuments and struc-
tures as well as to better understand the original use of 
them.

The work led to a precise knowledge of the whole Portus 
Magnus. Its main features are:
- The Royal Quarters which include:

The palaces and temples standing on •	 Cape Lochias. 
The large peninsula of the •	 Poseidium with two temples 
and the palace-sanctuary of the Timonium built by 
Anthony.
The Royal Island of •	 Antirhodos with a palace and a 
sanctuary to Isis.

 -The Navalia composed of various port basins and shi-
pyards.
Numerous excavations enabled to discover important 
statues, daily life objects, jewellery, ceramics and coins 
which illustrate the life in ancient Alexandria.

The ancient, now submerged, harbour of Alexandria: The Portus Magnus



 surveys and excavations in Egypt

1996 - Today
The success of the scientific approach of the archaeo-
logical project in Alexandria, during the survey phase, 
enabled to launch a larger underwater archaeological 
project ever contemplated. The objective was to locate 
the whole, now vanished, Canopic Region where 
once stood - according to ancient texts - the cities of 
Canopus, Thonis, Heracleion and Menouthis.

The survey started in 1996 with the same techniques 
than in Alexandria bay. The results were outstanding. 
Submerged lands were discovered and their contours 
were defined. The survey put in light that a portion of 
land of about 110 sq. km has been submerged since 
the antiquity.

In 1997 part of the city of Canopus was discovered. In 
2000 the city of Heracleion was localized 6.5 km away 
from the present coast of Egypt. Excavations started in 
1997 in Canopus and in 2001 in Heracleion.

Those excavations revealed the identity of the cities 
and of their sanctuaries. They brought to light colossal 
statues and other master pieces of statuary, inscribed 
monuments, great amounts of jewellery and coins, 
weaponry and daily life objects.

They also resolved a 2,000 year enigma: the discovery 
of an intact stele proved that the cities of Heracleion 
and Thonis were in fact one and the same city. 
Heracleion was the Greek name of the famed ancient 
city of Thonis. Decades of excavations, if not more, 
will be necessary to bring to light all archaeological tre-
asures of this city. Each year excavations reveal further 
fabulous discoveries.

 The ancient Canopic Region now submerged in Aboukir bay (Egypt):



 surveys and excavations in Egypt

The city of Canopus was known to be an important 
religious centre since the late pharaonic dynasties and 
its temple to the God Osiris was famed.
During the Ptolemaic period (330-30 B.C.) and the 
Roman period the city was a destination for pilgrims 
coming from all over the Mediterranean world to 
worship the god Serapis in the hope of miracles as it 
housed one of its main sanctuaries in Egypt.
After its destruction in 391, the Christians built on 
that place the important monastery of the Methanoia 
(Repentance) which also attracted pilgrims during half 
a millennium. Testimonies of the pagan temples of 
Osiris  and Serapis  were found as well as remains of 
the Methanoia  monastery.

The excavations started revealing rich collections 
of artefacts covering fifteen centuries of history. 
Byzantine texts mention that a shrine to Saint John 
and Saint Cyrus had been erected close to the mona-
stery. It claims that miracles occurred where the 
remains of the two holy men were buried. 

The emporium of Thonis-Heracleion was located 
at the ancient Canopic mouth of the Nile River. 
According to ancient texts it was the obligatory port 
of entry to Egypt for all ships proceeding from the 
Greek world before Alexander the Great founded 
Alexandria. 
Herodotus himself visited the city in 450 B.C. He 
mentioned that the city possessed a temple to the 
god Herakles. He also stated that King Menelaus and 
Queen Helena stayed in that place upon their return 
from the Trojan War.

Excavations revealed that the temple to Herakles 
was for the Egyptians the sanctuary to the supreme 
god Amon and his son Khonsou. In that place, the 
Pharaohs of the late Pharaonic and Ptolemaic periods 
were coming to receive the title of their power from 
the supreme god. Fabulous statues, steles and artefacts 
have been unearthed from the main temple. In the 
ports, 67 ancient shipwrecks have been discovered. 
Evidence of numerous other sanctuaries has been 
found which will lead excavations in the future.

 The city of Canopus and the emporium of Thonis-Heracleion



 major international exhibitions: creations and participations

Cleopatra - The search for the last queen of Egypt
Organized by National Geographic and Arts & 
Exhibitions International.
Los Angeles, CaliforniaScienCenter, May - Dec 2012
Milwaukee, Public Museum, Oct 2011 - April 2012
Cincinnati, Museum Center, February - Sept. 2011
Philadelphia, Franklin Institute, June 2010 - Jan 2011

Egypt’s Sunken Treasures
Yokohama, Pacifico, June - September 2009
Turin, Venaria Reale, February - May 2009
Madrid, Matadero de Legazpi, April – Dec. 2008
Bonn, Bundeskunsthalle, April 2007 – January 2008
Paris, Grand Palais, December 2006 – March 2007
Berlin, Martin-Gropius-Bau, May – September 2006

Cleopatra of Egypt – from History to Myth 
Presentation of head of Caesarion, Alexandria.
Chicago, Field Museum, Oct. 2001 – March 2002 
London, British Museum, April – August 2001

An Ocean Odyssey, the Adventure of Chinese 
Ceramics
Baur Foundation - Museum of Far Eastern Art
Geneva, February - August 2010

18th Century Relicts of the Griffin
Manila, National Museum of the Philippines,     
June – July 1988

Sunken Treasure: Fifteenth Century Chinese 
Ceramics from the Lena Cargo
Geneva, Collection Baur April – July 2001
London, The Percival David Foundation of Chinese 
Art, September – December 2000

Weisses Gold - White Gold
Hamburg, Museum für Kunst und Gewerbe, June – 
August 1999
Frankfurt on the Main, Commerzbank, September – 
December 1997

The Treasures of the San Diego
Manila, February – April 1998
Berlin, June – October 1997
New York, November 1996 – February 1997
Madrid, May – October 1995
Paris, September 1994 – January 1995

Sunken Treasures: Ming Dynasty Ceramics from a 
Junk
Denver, Art Museum, November 2000 - October 
2002



 enrichment of national collections

As a matter of principle, Franck Goddio’s excavations are 
always undertaken in close cooperation with the national 
authorities and strictly non-commercial. Consequently, the 
recovered artefacts are incorporated into national museums 
and presented in travelling exhibitions. All items are even-
tually donated for exhibition in public collections.

2004 Alexandria
Opening of the National Museum of Alexandria. A selec-
tion of artefacts from Alexandria’s Eastern Harbour and the 
Bay of Aboukir are displayed in a room dedicated to Franck 
Goddio’s archaeological work. 

2004 Bibliotheca Alexandrina
The museum presents modern technique employed for the 
underwater archaeological quest. In September 2004, four 
panels covering the underwater archaeology of Alexandria 
and Aboukir bay were added. Two of them present the 
excavations led by Franck Goddio in collaboration with the 
Supreme Council for Antiquities in Egypt (SCA).

2002 Port Louis
Donation of a collection of objects from Chinese junks and 
European ships from the 11th to the 18th century to the 

Musée national de la Marine in Lorient, for the Port-Louis 
Citadelle.

2001 Paris
Donation of a collection illustrating inter-Asian and Euro-
pean trading routes to the Musée national des Arts asia-
tiques Guimet, Paris.

2001 Alexandria
Inauguration of the Archaeological Museum of the 
Bibliotheca Alexandrina with a collection of remarkable 
pieces found in Alexandria’s Eastern Harbour and the Bay 
of Aboukir. 

1999 Madrid
Donation of a significant representative collection of arte-
facts from the San Diego to the Museo Naval, Madrid, 
through the Fundation Caja Madrid and the Madrid 
Autonomous Community Cultural Fund.

1998 Manila
Inauguration of a new wing at the National Museum of the 
Philippines created mainly for the exhibition of artefacts 
discovered on the San Diego and other shipwrecks found 
in the Philippines.



 major publications

Maritime Archaeology and Ancient Trade in 
the Mediterranean, edited by Damian Robinson 
and Andrew Wilson, Oxford Centre for Maritime 
Archaeology, 2011. ISBN 978-1-905905-17-1

Alexandria and the North-Western Delta, edited by 
Damian Robinson and Andrew Wilson, Oxford Centre 
for Maritime Archaeology, 2010. ISBN 978-1-905905-14-0

Cleopatra - The search for the last queen of Egypt,   
by Zahi Hawass and Franck Goddio, National 
Geographic, 2010, ISBN 978-1-4262-0545-3

Underwater Archaeology in the Canopic Region - The 
Topography and Excavation of Heracleion-Thonis and 
East Canopus (1996-2006), by Franck Goddio, Oxford 
Centre for Maritime Archaeology, 2007. ISBN 978-0-
9549627-3-9.
Underwater Archaeology in the Canopic Region-
Geoarchaeology, by Jean-Daniel Stanley, Oxford 
Centre for Maritime Archaeology, 2007. ISBN 978-0-
9549627-4-6.
Underwater Archaeology in the Canopic Region - The 
Naos of the Decades, by Anne-Sophie von Bomhard, 
Oxford Centre for Maritime Archaeology, 2008. ISBN 
978-1-905905-04-1.
Underwater Archaeology in the Canopic Region - 
La stèle de Ptolémée VIII Évergète II à Héracléion, 
by Christophe Thiers, Oxford Centre for Maritime 
Archaeology, 2009. ISBN 978-1-905905-05-8.
Underwater Archaeology in the Canopic Region - The 
Decree of Saïs, by Anne-Sophie von Bomhard, Oxford 
Centre for Maritime Archaeology, 2012. ISBN 978-1-
905905-23-2 

   , Asahi Shimbun, Tokyo 2009
Japanese exhibition catalogue 
Egitto. Tesori Sommersi, Allemandi & C.,Torino 2009,
ISBN 978-88-422-1729-9, Exhibition catalogue
Tesoros sumergidos de Egipto, Prestel, Munich 2008, 
ISBN 978-3-7913-4009-8, Exhibition catalogue
Trésors engloutis d’Egypte, Coédition 5Continents/Le 
Seuil, 2006. ISBN 2-02-091265-1, Exhibition catalogue
Ägyptens versunkene Schätze, Prestel, Munich 2007. 
ISBN 978-3-7913-3828-6, Exhibition catalogue
Egypt’s Sunken Treasures, Prestel, Munich 2006. 
ISBN 978-3-7913-3970-2, Exhibition catalogue

Versunkene Schätze. Archäologische Entdeckungen 
unter Wasser, Theiss Verlag, Stuttgart 2005. ISBN 3 
8062 19311
Trésors engloutis, journal de bord d’un archéologue, 
Éditions du Chêne, Paris 2003. ISBN 284 277 487-6 
Portrait of Franck Goddio’s archaeological work.

L’Égypte engloutie - Alexandrie, Tana Éditions, Paris 
2004. ISBN 2-84567-106-7 
Sunken Egypt - Alexandria, Arcperiplus, London 2002. 
ISBN 1902699513, Publication about Franck Goddio’s 
work in Alexandria, in co-operation with Prof. André 
Bernand. 

Trésor de porcelaine, l’étrange voyage de la jonque 
Lena, Periplus Publishing Ltd, London 2002. 
ISBN 1-902699-36-X

Lost at Sea, Periplus Publishing Ltd, London 2002. 
ISBN 1-902699-13-0, The excavation of the Lena Shoal-
junk, in co-operation with Peter Lam, Rosemary Scott, 
Stacey Pierson und Monique Crick. 

海 展



 major publications

Royal Captain, Periplus Publishing Ltd., London 2000. 
French. ISBN 1-902699-18-1, English. ISBN 1-902699-
19-X, Excavation of a British East India Company ship, 
in co-operation with Christoph Gerigk and Miguel Moll 
Kraft. 

Sunken Treasure of the Lena Cargo, Periplus 
Publishing Ltd., London 2000. ISBN 1-902699-22-X 
Exhibition catalogue, in co-operation with Stacey 
Pierson and Monique Crick. 

Griffin – une rencontre avec l’histoire, Periplus 
Publishing Ltd., London 1999. ISBN 1-902699-03-3
Griffin – On the Route of an Indiaman, Periplus 
Publishing Ltd., London 1999. ISBN 1-902699-02-5
Scientific publication, in co-operation with Evelyne Jay 
Guyot de Saint Michel. 

Napoleon’s Lost Fleet, Discovery Books, USA 1999.
English. ISBN 1-56331-831-8

Cleopatra’s Palace, in Search of a Legend, Discovery 
Books, USA 1998. English. ISBN 0-679-46260-0
La légende engloutie de Cléopâtre, Editions Glénat, 
France 2000. French ISBN 272 343 026X

Alexandrie, les quartiers royaux submergés, Periplus 
Publishing Ltd., London 1998. ISBN 1-902699-00-7
Alexandria, the Submerged Royal Quarters, Periplus 
Publishing Ltd., London 1998. ISBN 1-902699-00-9
Scientific and artistic publication, in co-operation with 
André and Etienne Bernand, Zsolt Kiss and Jean Yoyotte.
 

Die Schätze der San Diego, Staatliche Museen zu Berlin 
– Preuß. Kulturbesitz. Berlin 1997. ISBN 3-87024-380-5
El San Diego, un tesoro bajo el Mar, CEPSA, 1995. 
ISBN 84-608-2985-1
Le San Diego, un trésor sous la mer, AFAA, RMN 
Paris, 1994. ISBN 2-7118-3135-3
Treasures of the San Diego, AFAA, ELF, New York 
1994. Exhibition catalogue, in co-operation with Jean-
Paul Desroches, Michel L’Hour, Marie-France Dupoizat 
and Pierre Pourvoyeur. 

Weisses Gold, Edition Steidl Verlag, Göttingen 1997. 
ISBN 3-88243-537-2 
Exhibition catalogue, in co-operation with Jean-Paul 
Desroches and Monique Crick. 

Un Navire de la Compagnie Anglaise des Indes 
Orientales: le Griffin, in: Neptunia No. 173; March 
1989. Association des Amis des Musées de la Marine, 
Fance.

18th Century Relicts of the Griffin Ship Wreck, WWF, 
Lausanne 1988. ISBN 771-91116-15
Exhibition catalogue for the exhibition in the National 
Museum of the Philippines in Manila, in co-operation 
with Evelyn Jay. 

Discovery & Archaeological Excavation of a XVIth 
Century Trading Vessel in the Philippines, WWF, 
Lausanne 1988. ISBN 971-91116-0-7 Scientific publica-
tion. 

La fouille du Royal Captain Shoal, in: Dossiers Histoire 
et Archéologie, No. 113; Archéologia, Dijon, France 
February 1987.



                   partnerships

The Hilti Foundation
Established in 1996 by the Martin Hilti Family Trust, 
the Hilti Foundation finances and coordinates all global 
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) activities on behalf 
of the Hilti Group and the Martin Hilti Family Trust. 
The Hilti Foundation is committed to a selected range 
of innovative and sustainable projects in the focus areas 
of affordable housing, community development, culture, 
disaster relief, education and social entrepreneurship. Just 
as the Hilti logo has long been recognized as the hallmark 
of innovative products and market services, the name Hilti 
Foundation stands for the promotion of innovative ideas 
and projects that help build a better future, as put forth in 
the Hilti Group mission statement.

Since the establishment in 1996, one focus of the Hilti 
Foundation’s cultural commitment has been the support of 
the underwater archaeological work of Franck Goddio and 
his team off the Egyptian coast. Franck Goddio works close-
ly with qualified experts from different scientific fields and 
enjoys the support of the Centre for Maritime Archaeology 
at Oxford University.

The Martin Hilti Family Trust is the sole shareholder of the 
globally operating Hilti Group. The Hilti Group supplies 
the worldwide construction industry with technologically 
leading products, systems and services that provide con-
struction professionals with innovative solutions and supe-
rior added value. The Group employs some 22,000 persons 
in over 120 countries who passionately create enthusiastic 

customers and build a better future. Hilti was founded in 
1941 in Schaan, in the Principality of Liechtenstein, where 
the headquarters of both the Hilti Group and the Hilti 
Foundation are based. 
www.hiltifoundation.org

University of Oxford
In a common effort between the University of Oxford, 
the Hilti Foundation, and IEASM, the Oxford Centre for 
Maritime Archaeology was established in 2003. 
As part of Oxford’s School of Archaeology it provides 
students with the opportunity to undertake research on 
artefacts discovered by Goddio’s team, and participate in 
fieldwork. 
These research projects forms the basis of students’ doctoral 
dissertations and subsequent publications. The University 
also holds lecture series on Maritime Archaeology and 
regular symposia. The symposia “City and Harbour: The 
Archaeology of Ancient Alexandria” in 2004, “The Trade, 
Topography and Material Culture of Egypt’s North-West 
Delta“ in 2006, "Ancient Trade in the Mediterranean" in 
2008, "East meets West along the Maritime Silk Route" in 
2009, "Cleopatra and the end of the Hellenistic world" in 
2010 and "Heracleion in context - the maritime economie 
of the Egyptian Late Period" were held with the participati-
on of renowned scientists from a variety of scientific disci-
plines. www.arch.ox.ac.uk/ocma.
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